SUMMARY:

Actions Local Governments Can Take to Help Foster Social Connection-

building Activities
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Strengthen existing policy and strategic directions by incorporating
an explicit focus on equity and social connectedness.

Target funding and resources towards better understanding
loneliness and social isolation in the community and the impact of
social connectedness activities.

Allow streets or parks to be used for building parties.

Provide internal resources, grants, supplies, and equipment for social
connectedness activities.

Boost support for community organizations already enhancing
neighbor-to-neighbour connections and helping reduce social isolation
(such as family or immigrant support groups or senior-serving
organizations).

Support partners’ applications for funding to other bodies.

Provide toolkits and staff support to community building efforts.

Convene events and meetings related to neighbour connectivity
involving diverse local stakeholders and interested parties.

Invite and help fund NGO and other partners to lead social
connectedness initiatives.

Forge partnerships with landlords, housing operators, and non-
governmental organizations to bring social programming to multi-unit
housing buildings (see Guide 3:Developing Organizational Partnerships

to Build Community in Multi-Unit Housing).

Assign a staff person as an intra-governmental community building
champion to explore ways that multiple departments and agencies can
collaborate for co-benefits (such as working at the interfaces between
improving public health, protecting the environment, and engaging
communities).

Deliver or co-deliver emergency preparedness workshops that also foster
social connections.
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